In vitro study (Rusitec) of the action of abierixin, a new ionophore antibiotic, on the end products of fermentation and the degradation of nitrogen in the rumen.
We investigated the capacity of a new ionophore antibiotic, abierixin, to modify fermentations in the rumen using a semi-continuous fermenter (Rusitec). As in the studies carried out on a "batch" fermenter (HILLAIRE et al., 1989a), abierixin failed to alter volatile fatty acids and gas productions but, in contrast, it limited the degradation of dietary nitrogen without affecting microbial synthesis. This molecule which has a low level of toxicity and is capable of improving the use of dietary proteins by ruminants, was found to be more effective when used at very low dose levels.